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NUMBER OF MN’S OLDER ADULTS WILL 

INCREASE SUBSTANTIALLY OVER THE 

NEXT 20 YEARS 

 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and Minnesota State Demographic Center 

 85  
 55  

 71   67  
 47  

 91  

 -     -     -     -     -    

1950s 60s 70s 80s 90s 00s 10s 20s 30s 40s 2050s

Change in older adults, age 65+ (Thousands) 



NUMBER OF MN’S OLDER ADULTS WILL 

INCREASE SUBSTANTIALLY OVER THE 

NEXT 20 YEARS 

 

 85  
 55  

 71   67  
 47  

 91  

 285  

 335  

 97  
 66   56  

1950s 60s 70s 80s 90s 00s 10s 20s 30s 40s 2050s

Change in older adults, age 65+ (Thousands) 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau and Minnesota State Demographic Center 



BABY BOOMERS HAVE BEGUN TO REACH 

AGE 65 

Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center 
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UNPRECEDENTED GROWTH AMONG OLDER 

ADULTS—LITTLE GROWTH AMONG WORKING-AGE 



PROJECTED GROWTH IN LABOR FORCE  

ANNUAL AVERAGE, AGES 16+ 
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RATIO OF JOB SEEKERS AND JOB 

VACANCIES  IS NOW 1:1 

Source: Minnesota DEED and Minnesota State Demographic Center 
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NUMERIC EMPLOYMENT GROWTH 

 BY MAJOR SECTORS,  2014-2024 
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7,210 

8,020 

8,820 

10,290 

10,680 

12,470 

75,190 

Manufacturing

Federal Government

Information

Full-time Self-Employed Farmers/Ranchers

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting

Utilities

Mining

Transportation and Warehousing

State Government

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing

Other Services

Educational Services

Local Government

Management of Companies and Enterprises

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation

Wholesale Trade

Administrative and Support Services

Non Agricultural  Self-Employed

Finance and Insurance

Retail Trade

Construction

Accommodation and Food Services

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services

Health Care and Social Assistance



OCCUPATIONS WITH THE MOST PROJECTED 

NEW JOBS, 2014 - 2024 
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Carpenters

Computer and Information Systems Managers

Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers

Medical Assistants

Maids and Housekeeping Cleaners

General and Operations Managers

Market Research Analysts and Marketing Specialists

Accountants and Auditors

Janitors and Cleaners, Except Maids and Housekeeping…

Licensed Practical and Licensed Vocational Nurses

Social and Human Service Assistants

Customer Service Representatives

Nursing Assistants

Computer Systems Analysts

Cooks, Restaurant

Retail Salespersons

Combined Food Preparation and Serving Workers, Including…

Registered Nurses

Home Health Aides

Personal Care Aides

Source: MN Department of Employment and Economic Development, Labor Market Information Office 



RATIO OF OLDER ADULTS TO WORKERS IS 

GREATEST IN RURAL AREAS 



ISOLATED & SMALL RURAL AREAS GREATLY 

IMPACTED BY DEMOGRAPHIC AND LABOR 

FORCE CHANGES 



RURAL EMPLOYMENT SLIGHTLY MORE 

CONCENTRATED IN HEALTH CARE OCCUPATIONS 
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Healthcare Practitioner &

Technical
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2014 American Community Survey 



JOBS IN HEALTH CARE WILL CONTINUE 

TO BOLSTER THE GREATER MN ECONOMY 
3

0
0

4
 

1
3

2
0

 

1
7
4

9
 

4
8

4
9

 

8
5

9
 

3
0

0
0

 

1
0

0
0

 

1
0

0
0

 2
0

0
0

 

1
0

0
0

 

CENTRAL NORTHEAST NORTHWEST SOUTHEAST SOUTHWEST 

PROJECTED JOB GROWTH IN HEALTH CARE OCCUPATIONS 

BY GREATER MN REGION, 2012-2022 

Healthcare Practitioners and Technicians Healthcare Support

Source: MN Department of Employment and Economic Development, Labor Market Information Office 



RACIALLY DIVERSE POPULATIONS 

BOLSTERING GROWTH, 2000 TO 2010 

Growth (%), Pop. of color Growth (%), White pop. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 



RANGE OF EXPERIENCES WITH GROWING 

RACIAL DIVERSITY 

Source: mncompass.org 
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WIDE RANGE OF IMMIGRATION PATTERNS 

ACROSS GREATER MN 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008-2012 

Percent foreign-born in Greater MN 

Counties: 

• 3 counties: > 10% 

• 16 counties: 3-10% 

• 61 counties: < 3% 

 



Pelican 

Rapids 

Long Prairie 

Melrose 

St. James 

Worthington 

Greater MN Cities 

with 15%+ & 500+ 

foreign born 

residents 



MINNESOTA’S FOREIGN -BORN POPULATION 

NOW COMES FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE 

Source: Tabulated by the Minnesota State Demographic Center from the Integrated Public 
Use Microdata Series, U.S. Census Bureau data 
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MINNESOTA IS INCREASINGLY RELIANT ON 

IMMIGRATION FOR GROWTH 
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